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ganised	 in	 four	chapters	 that	 focus	on	different	 regions.	Direct	quota-
tions	 from	 interviews	 and	memoires	 of	 female	 survivors	 feature	 in	 all	





This	 comprehensive	 study,	 put	 together	 by	 historians	 of	 Russia	 and	
Eastern	Europe	based	 in	 the	UK	and	 in	 the	 region	 itself,	 examines	 an	
impressive	 amount	 of	 both	 generally	 available	 and	 archival	 material.	
Aiming	 to	 analyse	 the	 articulated	 female	 experience	 of	 suffering	 and	
repression,	 it	 is	 published	 by	 Routledge	 in	 its	 History	 of	 Russia	 and	
Eastern	Europe	Series	but	engages	with	issues	that	are	not	contained	by	
the	 disciplinary	 boundaries	 of	 historical	 research.	 It	 concentrates	 al-
most	 exclusively	 on	 women’s	 experiences	 and	 thus	 addresses	 an	 ob-
served	 imbalance	 in	a	number	of	 fields	such	as	history,	and	studies	of	




to	 include	 accounts	 of	 both	 direct	 and	 collateral	 victims.	 As	 a	 conse-
quence	of	this	approach,	the	book	features	a	chorus	of	distinct	–	some-
times	dissonant	–	 female	voices,	belonging	not	 just	 to	 female	political	



















harsh	 life	 as	 sole	 bread-winners	 for	 their	 families.	 They	 also	 found	
themselves	in	a	new	world	order	in	which	they	were	banned	from	cer-
tain	 professions	 and	 often	 exiled	 from	 their	 home	 towns.	 Ilic	 offers	 a	
thorough	examination	of	various	aspects	of	women’s	experiences	in	the	
immediate	aftermath	of	the	arrests,	from	their	struggles	to	gain	access	





biographies,	 fictionalised	 narratives,	 collected	 and	 published	 inter-
views,	and	data	from	the	Leningradskii	martirolog.	Presented	alongside	
each	other,	these	accounts,	sharply	contrasting	in	tone	and	style,	offer	a	
glimpse	 into	 the	 everyday	 life	 and	 experiences	 of	 terror	 in	 different	
strata	of	Soviet	society	in	1937	across	the	usual	divides	of	class	and	edu-
cation.	
In	 the	 second	 chapter,	Dalia	 Leinarte	 examines	 the	 survival	 tactics	 of	
Polish	and	Lithuanian	women	in	exile	and	in	labour	camps	during	the	
period	of	mass	Soviet	 terror	 in	 the	 region	 in	 the	 1940s.	Most	 interest-
ingly,	in	this	chapter	Leinarte	presents	her	observations	on	the	chang-
ing	nature	of	social	and	sexual	mores	in	regards	to	gender	identity	and	
suggests	 that	 there	were	 concrete	 historical	 reasons	 behind	 these	 im-
portant	cultural	shifts.	In	some	cases,	it	was	precisely	the	women’s	ex-
periences	of	hard	labour	and	incarceration	that	made	them	reassess	the	




does	 not	 only	 analyse	 the	 testimonials	 of	 female	 deportees,	 but	 also	
showcases	the	women’s	own	reflections	on	how	their	traumatic	experi-
ences	 changed	 their	 ideas	on	gender	 roles,	 contrasting	 the	Polish	and	
the	Lithuanian	women’s	attitudes	to	their	ordeal.	
Kelly	 Hignett’s	 contribution	 to	 this	 volume	 uses	 published	 memoirs	




of	 political	 terror	 in	 the	 region.	 Hignett	 pays	 equal	 attention	 to	 the	
women’s	accounts	of	physical	suffering,	with	 illuminating	descriptions	










consequences	 of	 terror	 for	 the	 lives	 of	 both	 direct	 and	 collateral	 vic-
tims,	 this	 chapter	 succeeds	 in	 emphasising	 the	 state’s	 concerted	 and	
unrelenting	 efforts	 of	 thoroughly	destroying	 the	 ‘undesirable’	 people’s	
lives.	
The	 final	 chapter	of	 the	volume,	Corina	Snitar’s	 study	of	 student	pro-
testers	and	partisans	in	Romania,	focuses	on	the	female	participants	in	
these	 events	 who	were	 arrested,	 detained	 and	 interrogated,	 and	 then	





that	 women	 suffered	 less	 than	men	 during	 these	 events	 and	 offers	 a	
comprehensive	account	of	the	Romanian	student	resistance	movement	
that	 finally	 includes	 and	 acknowledges	 the	 voices	 of	 its	 female	mem-
bers.	
Engaging	with	historical,	 literary,	and	archival	 sources,	 this	book	 is	of	




how	gender	 studies	 is	 reshaping	our	understanding	of	 the	Terror	 and	
could	prove	to	be	an	invaluable	aid	in	teaching	those	subjects.		
